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legislature, might riot, as in a conquered country, and say,
** To this treatment you are subjected by the determination
of the senate."

The unhappy man, sir, could have no prospect, either of
quiet or safety, but by gratifying all the expectations of his
masters ; returning civilities for insolence, and receiving
their commands with the same submission that is paid in
capitulating towns to the new garrison.

If it be necessary to ascertain the price, is it not ne-
cessary, at the same time, to ascertain the species and
quantity of provisions to be allowed for it ? Is a soldier
to fatten on delicacies, and to revel in superfluities, for
fourpence a-day ? Ought not some limits to be set to his
expectations, and some restraints prescribed to his appe-
tite ? Is he to change his fare, with all the capriciousness
of luxury, and relieve, by variety, the squeamishness of
excess ?

Such demands as these, sir, may be thought ludicrous
and trifling, by those who do not reflect on the insolence of
slaves in authority, who do not consider that the license
of a military life is the chief inducement that brings volun-
teers into the army; an inducement which would, indeed,
make all impresses superfluous, were this proposal to be
adopted: for how readily would all the lazy and volup-
tuous engage in a state of life which would qualify them
to live upon the labour of others, and to be profuse with-
out expense ?

Our army may, by this method, be increased; but the
number of those by whom they are to be maintained, must
quickly diminish : for, by exaction and oppression, the
poorer innkeepers must quickly become bankrupts; and
the soldiers that lose their quarters, must be added to the
dividend allotted to the more wealthy, who, by this ad-
ditional burden will soon be reduced to the same state,
and theu our army must subsist upon their pay, because
they will ao longer have it in their power to increase it by
plunder.

It will then be inevitably necessary to divide the army
frotfi the rest of the community, and to build barracks for,